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• use of more valid items, 
• direct inclusion of resident reports, and 
• improved clarity of retained items. 

1.6 Components of the MDS 
The MDS is completed for all residents in Medicare- or Medicaid-certified nursing homes and 
residents in a Medicare Part A SNF PPS stay in non-critical access hospitals with Medicare 
swing bed agreements. The mandated assessment schedule is discussed in Chapter 2. States may 
also establish additional MDS requirements. For specific information on State requirements, 
please contact your State RAI Coordinator (see Appendix B). 

1.7 Layout of the RAI Manual 
The layout of the RAI manual is as follows: 

• Chapter 1: Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI) 
• Chapter 2: Assessments for the Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI) 
• Chapter 3: Overview to the Item-by-Item Guide to the MDS 3.0 
• Chapter 4: Care Area Assessment (CAA) Process and Care Planning 
• Chapter 5: Submission and Correction of the MDS Assessments 
• Chapter 6: Medicare Skilled Nursing Facility Prospective Payment System (SNF PPS) 

Appendices 
• Appendix A: Glossary and Common Acronyms 
• Appendix B: State Agency and CMS Locations RAI/MDS Contacts 
• Appendix C: Care Area Assessment (CAA) Resources 
• Appendix D: Interviewing to Increase Resident Voice in MDS Assessments 
• Appendix E: Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ)-Scoring Rules and Instruction for 

BIMS (When Administered in Writing) 
• Appendix F: MDS Item Matrix 
• Appendix G: References 
• Appendix H: MDS 3.0 Forms 

  


